0 


— 8 © As : 1 * — * * af - 4 n W 
9 "a \ 0 
25 8 a 5 | * n WP; FL 7 > 
- ol ” = * * ” - * N 1 
— * : 5 ' ".% 
# was 7 # p 
* 0 
* 8 * nl 
* g 
R * * 1 - 
* 8 * 
we 
” * — 
* * 


THREE 


8 E R M 0 * 8 


PREACHED one 1.2 


UNIVERSITY « or CAMBRIDGE, | 


©:CCASIONED BY 


ANATTEMPT 


1 0 | 
ABOLISH SUBSCRIPTION 


TO * e 
xXXIX ARTICLES OF RELIGION, 


AND PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST or TE 


VICE-CHANCELLOR aun HEADS or COLLEGES. 


Sa 


” - 
: 3 . 
. 4 * 1 
—_— — — * Ts = —_— LA * 
* 


By SAMUEL HALLIFAYX, LI. D. 
THE KING's PROFESSOR FE CIVIL LAW. 


0 TTY 


\ 


THE THIRD EDITION. 


— 


* * 7 7 © 


CAMBRIDGE, 


Printed by] Ancupzacon Printer to the UNTVERarTY 


For T. & . Maxzitl, Bookſellers, in Cambrid 
And ſold f B. Wurz, J. Dops LET, J. WIL EIE,J 8 1 
BARCH, and RicHarDson & Co. London, 5 


M. DCC, LXXIL 


Sunt qui 4 ehre vocant, nihilo tamen * multa que 
docemus improbant; ſpeciatim, quz ad 8. S. Trinitatem - 
pertinent, ad Redemptionem generis humani, ad illap- 
um Gratiz cceleſtis in mentes fidelium. Jam vero, fi 
longius proſerpſerit error ſententiam de his receptam re- 
pudiantium; controverfiis aſſiduis vexabimur : : nec ſolum 
conquaſſabitür, tandemque diſſolvetur, hujus Eccleſiz 

pulcherrimg compages, quinetiam corrumpetur vitalis in- 
tegritas doctrine ; ſiquidem ego, diu perpenſis & ſub- 

- ductis, ancipiti 1 8 __ rationibus, verum dif- . 

b  Eernere valeo. 

* Secker's intended 3 to the 

5 Convocation, in _ | 


- 


1” 
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TO THE 
RIGHT WORSHIPFUL bo 4 
VICE-CHANCELLOR, 
AND THE 
HEADS or COLLEGES, 
THE FOLLOWING SERMONS, a 
PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


ARE RESPECTFULLY IN CRIBED 


B V 


* 


THE PREACHER. 


— 


| HE controverſy concernin ne Sobſerip-\ 
tion may be comprehended under two 


heads: one relates to the juſtice of requiring 
Subſcription i in general to human formularies 
of faith; the other concerns the particular 
caſe of Subſcription to the Articles of the 
Church of England. It was never the inten- 
tion of the followin g Sermons to enter into a 
formal diſcuſſion of either of theſe enquiries: 
their declared purpoſe was no more than this; 
to ſpecify the inſtances, in which the word of 
God has been corrupted by modern expoſitors; 
and to caution the minds of youth againſt the 
growing dan ger from thoſe, who, under pre- 
tence of promoting the greater purity of the 
goſpel, have explained away its moſt ſubſtan- 
tial doctrines into nothing . However it 
may be of uſe to obſerve, with regard to the 
firſt of theſe points, that the juſtice, expedience, 
noo 
See the concluſions of the firſt and third Sermons. 2 


CE, eh 
. 60 
articles of Religion, have now been proved; and 
in a way ſo elear and convincing, as, one would 

- think, muſt put an end, with reaſonable men, to 
any further wrangling on the ſubject &. With 
regard to the ſecond point, although by candid, 

perſons it hath, ever been acknowledged, that 
the Church of England (as the admirable Bp. 

Taylor expreſſes it) i is ** * moſt excellently. in- 
ſtructed with a body of true Articles and Doc- 
trines of holineſs, with a Diſcipline material 

and prudent, with a Government Apoſtoli- 
cal, with Dignities neither ſplendid, nor ſordid, 
too great for contempt, and too little for envys, 
| (unleſs ſhe had met with little people and greatly 
| malicious) and indeed with every thing that. 
could inſtruct or adorn a Chriſtian Church; 
yet it need not be diſſembled, that i it hath alſo 
fome things, which the warmeſt of 1 its defend- 
ers have wiſhed, were altered or removed. At 
the ſame time it muſt be owned, that a reform 
of ſo nice and delicate a nature, in which the. 

paſſions and prejudices and intereſts of ſuch a 

number of men, who have been accuſtomed, 
to 


| ® Sees Chas, delivered to the « Clergy of the * 
conry of Wincheſter, in 1772, vY Dr. Balguy. 


tw. 


3 to erttertzin the moſt phi Laden m 1 


religion, will unavoĩdably be alarmed; when- 
ever it ſhall be fet on foot, will probably be 
attended with difficulties, which may retard 
or prevent its execution, and may befides be 
followed with conſequences, of which no one 


can fee the danger or the end. It muſt doubt- . 4 


leſs be allowed a laudable defign, to make our 
Eecleſiaſtical Polity as complete as poſſible: ' 
the fear will be, leſt, in our haſte to amend 
what is confeſſedly defective, we be tempted to 
meddle with what is already perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing*. It cannot well be complained 
of; to endeavour to rectify whatever is faulty 
in our public ſervice: but it would be juſtly 
cenſurable if, through a fondnefs for correct- 


ing parts, we riſqued the ſafety and preſerva- | 


tion of the whole. If ever a work of this ſort | 
be brought to effect, it muſt be when carried 


on under the direction of thoſe Pious and 


Learned Perſons, to whom the public wiſdom 


has aſſigned a ſeat in the Upper Houſe of Le- 
giſlature in this kingdom. There never was 


a _ in which the prudence and moderation 
| | a2 of 


James i. 4. 


5 [ «1 - | 
3 of the Engliſh Hierarchy may be more aus 


relied on, than now: nor have we any cauſe 


= 'to ſuſpect, whatever may have been aſſerted by 


deſigning or diſappointed men, that They 
would be unwilling, when applied to with that 


reſpect and decency which is their due, to 


concur in any diſereet and ſober meaſure; that 

might advance the purity or proſperity of the 
Church of England. Under Their auſpices, 

every improvement in our Religious Conſti- 
tution may be hoped for, that the times will 
bear: nor will it be imputable to Indiffer- 
enee or Neglect in Them, if, the variety of 5 


inſtances conſidered, in which the wiſeſt pro- 


jects have failed, this alſo, among the, reſt, 


ſhould be found . or * | 


— it would be one thing to expunge or 


ho alter thoſe parts in our Liturgy and. Articles, 


which, almoſt all perſons are agreed, are im- 
0 perfect or redundant g and another thing to 
reject, as unworthy of the National Worſhip, 
_ doctrines which are of the eſſence of the 
Chriſtian Fn. and which every Eſtabliſhed 

Church, 


Church, from the times of the Apoſtles, b 
thought itſelf bound in duty to retain. And 

here it is, that the grievance, ſo heavily com- | 
plained of by the Petitioners, truly lies: They 
talk indeed, and tragically enough, of the 
injuſtice of Subſcription to human Articles in 
general; but their real complaint, would 'they - 
but: ſpeak out, is againſt Subſcription-to the 
Articles of the Church of England in'parti- 
cular... Tbis is the burden, from which they 
wiſh to be relieved: and with à view to 
evince the reaſonableneſs of ſuch relief, many 


of rhe truths of Revealed Religion, which in 


thoſe Articles are inculcated, — ſuch as the 
doctrines concerning the Holy Trinity, the 

Divinity of the Son and Spirit, the antecedent 
ſtate of Chriſt, the nature and efficacy of the 


Sacrifice of his Death — haue been ſtudi- 1 


ouſly repreſented as Speculative Opinions ; 
which, being above the apprehen ſion of hu- 


man underſtanding, are therefore not neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation. Now if by Speculative 
Opinions be meant ſuch, as do not demand 
the exertion of the Magiſtrate to repreſs 
. it is allowed that neither thoſe which 
| a 3 Bets. have 


TT». 
| have nom been mentioned, nor indeed any 
other article of the Chriſtian creed, are pro- 
perly within his juriſdiction. But in this 
argument, a diſtinction ſhould be made be- 
tween Individuals and Public Teachers. With 


not affect the peace of civil ſociety, the Ma- 


that one Religion i 19 Eftabliſhed by the State, 
with a full Toleration granted to the. reſt; 


the Magiſtrate is concerned to ſee, that no 
opinions are -propagated- by the latter, which 
are likely to hurt the being or purity: of the 


religion, eſtabliſned by himſelf. Now were 
thoſe perſons to be admitted as the authorized 
Teachers of this religion, who openly declared 
the doctrines of it to be contrary to Scripture; 
the National Faith would ſoon be confounded 
with the opinions of other religious commu- 
nities, that were barely tolerated, and, in the 
event, would be wh * l ln 


Bur another Gignification kath been affix- 


ed to Speculative Opinions ; and by them, we 
have been told, are to be underſtood ſuch, as 


have 


the opinions of the former, fo long as they do 


giſtrate has no concern: but, on ſuppoſtion | 


| 


8 L „J. . 
have no influence” over the political or moral. 
conduct of Individuals. If this idea be a true 
one, it may ſeem to include, when carried to its 
utmoſt length, not only many of the confeſſed - 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, but even-ſome of the 
worft corruptions of Popery. That' Jeſus was 
coneeived of the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin 
Mary, may both, in this ſenſe of the words, ap- 
pear opinions merely ſpeculative. Under the 
ſame denomination may alſo be comprehended 
| Tranſubftantiation, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
and other doctrines of the Church of Rome: 
theſe have no relation to che political principles, Is 
no influence over the moral conduct, of Indivi- 
duals: : whether they be received or otherwife, 
a man is equally capable of fulfilling the offi- 
ces of civil and domeſtic life, ſuch as ſubje&, 
huſband, father, and friend; and therefore, ac- 
cording to this explanation, they may, with 
the ſame indifference, and with as little reaſon, 
be admitted, as other articles have, ſometimes, | 
been rejected. But the truth is, there is 70 doc- 
trine of Chriſtianity, which ought to be regard- | 
ed as a matter of Speculation only; or which, 
when rightly x underſtood, 1s not t ſome way or 


other 


* * [ 7 = 
- © SID with Practice. Thus one that 
believes the Redeemer to have been a Divine 
| Perſon, who had an exiſtence with the Father 1 
before the world was, who came down from 
Heaven and was incarnate, and ho bis own 
ſelf bare our. fins in his own body on the tree s; 
muſt needs be affected with very different ſenti- 

ments of piety and gratitude from what ano- 

ther will feel, that conceives of Chriſt as a mere 
man, who, after teaching religion to an igno- 
rant and wicked world, loſt his life in the cauſe 

| of virtue. An uniformity of belief, in ſuch doc- 
trines, may be impoſſible: but an article of | 
faith 1 is not therefore to. be rejected, as unne- 
ceſſary 1 to ſalvation, becauſe it is imperfectly N 
underſtood by us. At this rate, ſome of 
the moſt eſſential principles of Natural Reli- 
gion might be ſet aſide; for theſe, though 
proved by arguments which amount to de- 

x monſtration, do yet abound with difficulties, 

concerning which mankind ever has been, and 

ever will be, divided ; and which excced the 
moſt enlarged underſtanding fully to explain 

| or comprehend. . 
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| IT may be expected that, in this carts 


tion of the-Sermons, ſome notice. ſhould 'be 


taken of the objeions, which have appeared | 


againſt them. As to ſuch as were merely per- 
anal, I had had too much experience of the uſual 


workings of what a great writer calls the moſt 


malignant among human paſſions, Zeal with- 
out Knowledge, to be at all ſurpriſed or diſ- 


turbed concerning them. Attacks of this ſort 


have been the conſtant reſource of men, who 
had nothing elſe to ſay; and little fortitude was 

wanting to bear up againſt thoſe calumnies, 
which adverſaries, as impotent as they were 
illiberal, were able to urge againſt me. The 


moſt illuſtrious author of the age, among other 


more reſpectable opponents, had ſometimes to 


contend with railers, of fo low eſtimation as a 
Bate and a Bott: and it is honour enough for 
an adventurer in letters, to have ſo far excited 
the public notice as to have his Anſwerer, Y 
though that Anſwerer be no better and no 


bri * than a e 


Bur objeftions againſt the opinions, abs | 


FARced. 1 in the —. pages, may ſeem to 
ay 


3 CS 
xx 
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- deſerve a more ſerious reply. And had any 
_._ one of thoſe objections been new, or had not 
all of them been confuted, again and again, by 
| writers of eſtabliſhed reputation, and to the full 
ſatisfaction of every competent and candid 
judge; ſomething might have been ſaid in ex- 
cuſe for repteſling the inſolence of a Scorner. 
though it had been in the leſs honourable of the 
| ways, which Solomon adviſes, that of treating 
'* a fol according to his folly*. But I reſpect myſelf 
and my readers too well, to take up their atten- 


; Poe 147 512.75 om 


* Prov. xxvi. 5. This alludes to an anonymous Letter, 
publickly addreſſed to the Author, and now gone to its own 
place, in which the little argument it had was Joſt amidſt the 
© abundance of its ſcurrility. But the curious part of the ſtory 
was, that the writer, after reviling, withoat the leaſt reſerve 
or decency, the moſt important of the eſtabliſhed doctrines, 
thoſe eſpecially which concern the Trinity, the Divinity of 
our Lord, and the Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt; and in 
language, than which no Socinian, who hada mind to declare. 
how little he believed, could have choſen more fignificant; 
had the modeſty to pretend, that all this while he deſired to 
be eſteemed a conſcientious ſon of the Church of England, 
and could not, without the 6870 injuſtice, be underſſaod to im- 
pugn any Article of the Church, reſpecting any doctrine whatever. 
Which ſhall we moſt admire in the compoſition of this 
Miſerable? His deplorable Ignorance? Or his matchleſs 
 Effrontery ? Or, what is perhaps a greater prodigy than ei- 
| ther of the two, his deteſtable Prevarication? PR 
—_— The reader, who wiſhes to know more of the merits of 
| this extraordinary performance, may conſult the London 
=, Magazine for June, 1772. where he will find ſome very 
=  fenfible ſtrictures, in a Letter ſigned Tell-Trath ; the author 
| ol which I have not yet been able to diſcover, and to whom 
I take this opportunity of expreſſing my obligations. 
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tionor myownon matters of controverſy,which | 


have been long ſince decided. Thoſe who, 


on account of having never particularly con- 
cerned themſelves in ſtudies of this nature, 
may have been ſtartled at the confidence, with 
which the obj ections have been propoſed, I 
have endeavoured to ſatisfy, by referring them, 
In the notes, to authors of approved credit, in 
whoſe works the ſolutions may be found. As 
to entering into a diſpute in form; on ſubjefts 
already diſcuſſed, and with men, whom nei- 
ther reaſon nor authority can convince, it was 
always the fartheſt from my thoughts: and I 
hold it among the duties, which every one 
| owes to Himſelf, Nor TO RENDER AN 
ENEMY CONSIDERABLE BY OPPOSITION, 
WHOSE MALICE MAY MOST EFFECTUALLY . 
BE DISARMED BY CONTEMPT. 
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WIE ARE NOT AS MANY, WHICH corrRUPT. 
THE WORD OF GOD; BUT AS OF-SINCE-- 


RITY, BUT AS OF GOD, IN THE SIGHT | 
OF GOD, SPEAK WE IN der pe 


T appears from the text, and other paſſages 
of holy Scripture, that the earlieſt ages of 
the church of Chriſt were not exempt from 
errors, which corrupted the purity of the goſ- 
pel, and vitiated its abſolute and ſimple nature 
with unneceffary additions of the commandments 
of men g. Even in the times, diſtinguiſhed by the 
moſt abundant effuſions of the divine Spirit, 
there were not wanting many, that handled the 
word of God ae M debaſing its native in- 
A | tegrity 
S Mark vii. 7. 2 Cor. iv, Zen 
| \ 


| 15 * 
tegrity with the leaven of Gentile philoſophy, 
or ſpoiling it after the traditions + and vain opi- - 
nions of the Jews. The original articles of 
this divine inſtitution were calculated, not to 
amuſe the underſtanding, but to amend the 
heart; and, added to the wonderful atteſtations 
that accompanied their promulgation, were 
enough, with ſober men, to reſtrain them from 
affecting to be wiſe above what was written , and 
induce them to adhere t the faith which was 
once delivered unto the ſaints*, And yet, by a 
ſtrange, though not uncommon, perverſity 
of human conduct, no ſooner were men pot- | 
ſeſſed of this laſt heſt gift of heaven, than it 
was abuſed to all the monſtrous purpoſes. of 
vice and ſuperſtition; no ſooner was the good 
. ſeed ſown hy the San of Man, but the wicked 
ene || was permitted, for the accompliſhment 
of the great deſigns of Providence, to mingle 
tares among the wheat, which ſprang up and 
wound themſelves about the riſing ſtem, and 
| retarded. its. progreſs to . and per- 
eden. 1 


Tur * 3 ſn of truth and 
aer hath infected * mes. Succepding 


ages, 
cue. 8. 1 i” 6. aJuieg. ah. ai 37- 38. 


ages, inſtead of profiting by the miſtakes & 
their predeceſſors, have diſcovered but too 


alluring nature of the novelties themſelves, 
often calculated to favour the worſt cor- 


1 


ſtrong a propenſity to imitate their miſcon- 


duct: and whether fm airy pretenſions to 


ſuperior knowledge, or from an overweening 


fondneſs for novelties, which ſeems to be an 


original fraiſty in ſome minds, or from the 


ruptions of the human heart; the teachers of 


falſe opinions have never failed of followers 


from among the vicious or the vain; and, to 


purſue the ſame alluſion as before, whenever 


the reapers of the word have given joyful ex- 
pectations of a future harveſt, the rank weeds 
of Hereſy have ſecretly ſtarted up, and killed 
or ſtifled every cheerful hope of plenty. 


DirrERRENT ages of the church have been 


diſcriminated by different degrees of purity and 


corruption. At one time its doctrines have 
been tricked with the tinſel of Art and Alle- 
gory; at another, they have been conveyed a- 
way by the preſtiges of a Scholaſtic Theology; _ 
and at a third, been overlaid and buried un- 

der the rubbiſh of Idolatry and Superſtition: 

The * when its ſplendor has ſhone the 


A 5 dein 3 
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: brighteſt, h have To thoſe of adverſity and 
perſecution; when the powers of the world 
were all arrayed to oppoſe its progreſs, and, by 


the piety and blood of its profeſſors, were glo- 


riouſly ſubdued. | 


AMONG the ſymptoms, which mark the 


complexion of the preſent times, fatally over- 


run with almoſt every ſpecies of profligacy and 


lrentiouſneſs, it were an inſtance of blind- 


neſs to be pitied, not to ſee, that the leading 
folly, by which we are diſtinguiſhed, is a pro- 


fane neglect and contempt of Religion. And 


as it 1s the nature of vice to put on a variety 


of diſcordant ſhapes, this diſregard to religious 


obligations hath ſhewn itſelf in a motley mul- 


titude of groteſque and uncouth appearances : 
now clad in the flimſy veſt of French philo- 
| ſophy and critique.; now cloaked in the ſolemn 


garb of abſtract ſpeculation and enquiry ; ; and - 


now again, which is its uſual form, in a diſ= 
avowal of every moral principle, by an open 


and bare-faced natural 


Av D even of thoſe, who are fond * ap- 
pearing to ſupport the declining cauſe of vir- 
tue, the labours of many have been ſo un- 
FE, : friendly 


5 

friendly to that ſyſtem of religion, which is 
contained in the doctrines of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, as to adminiſter cauſe of ſuſpicion, 
that, under pretence of promoting the work 
of reformation, their ſecret wiſh has been to 
overturn the National Worſhip. Nor is this 
ſuſpicion wholly groundleſs; whether we con- 
ſider the perverſe diſlike ſuch perſons have diſ- 
covered to Religious Eſtabliſhments in gene- 
ral, or the particular virulence they have ma- 
nifeſted to the Church of England; that 
Church, whoſe protection they have fo ill re- 
quited, and whoſe fences they have endea- 


voured to lay open to the ravages of every 
bold invader. 


- Tnrs nn temper has been ſeen, as 
will dae, them, who are the profeſſed Ene- 
mies to the National Religion, as among thoſe, 
* are, or would be thought, i its Friends. 


1. As to the e they who from mo- 
tives of conſcience diſſent from the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Worſhip, and differ from us in points of 
Diſcipline rather than of Doctrine; the li- 
berty of private judgement, which we vindi- 
cate to ourſelves, we allow, without reſtraint 

: A 3 or 


8 [ 6 } 
or deſire of any, to them. If for reaſons of 
\  , prudence, and to ſecure the exiſtence of the 
National Church, we think ourſelves juſtified, 
from the cleareſt principles of the Law of 
YL. Nations“, in excluding them from offices of 
2 profit and truſt in the diſpoſal of the ma- 
1 giſtrate; we have not ſo much as a wiſh to 
= narrow the bounds. of that free Toleration\ 
4 which is at once an honour to qur religion, 
and a ſecurity to them and to ourſelves. We 
| renounce all pretenſions to coercive power, in 
matters of opinion, as a violation of the rights 
olf human nature, and of civil ſociety : we 
= uſurp no dominion over their faith, but deſire 

9 to be helpers of their joy: we acknowledge 
them as /beep belonging to the ſame ſhepherd, 
onlylodging for the preſent in different fold t; 
and we embrace them, with the arms of charity, 
as followers of the ſame Lord, and heirs tagetber 


of the grace of lifeF. 


Bur 

| 1 

| | 
| dee The Alliance between Church and State, Book the 3d ; 
= _ where the intelligent reader may be furniſhed with the juſt- 
1 eſt ideas, on which the Neceſſity of a National Religion and 
| the Equity of a Teſt-Law may, conſiſtently, be maintain- 
ed; and which, had the preſent cavillers againſt the Eſta- 
| bliſhment been pleaſed to have conſulted, they might have 
_ ſeen every one of their flimſy objections anſwered, even be- 
= fore they were made. | | INE 


| ©: 1 +20Q0r.1, 24 I John x. 16. § Pet. iii. 5. 
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Bor there are gectaties of another ſtamp, 
who, abuſing the privileges indulged to them 
by the mildneſs of our conſtitution, and un- 
mindful of the moderation, which becomes 
their character atid thelr cauſe, have forfeited 
that claim to Ckriſtian fellowfhip, which is 
juſtly due to their more cardid brethren, and 
which, as far as it is prudent, we with riot to 
refuſe even to thent. Theſe, though itifinitely 
divided among themfelves, and united in no- 
thing but their fepatation from us, have 
made it their bufineſs, on every octafion, and 
without occaſion, to affront the publick ear, 
by calummating the National Religion, and 
afperſing its Minifters : and have gone on, iti 
a ſtrain of malevolence, which, in titties leſs 
profligate, would have been eſteettie porten- 
tous, to vilify the eſtabliſhed opinions as re- 
pugnant to the goſpet — becarife at variance 
with their own ; and to repreſent the autho- 


rized difpenfers of its rruths, as a ſet of men 


every way utiworthy of confidence fromm the 
pubſick; as perſons either for their credulity 
to be pitied, or for their hypocriſy to be de- 
fpifed; either foes to reaſon, by maintaining 
doctrines which are impious or abſurd, or pre- 
yaricating with the moſt ſacred obligations, by 


A 4 aſſenting 


„ . Fs 


Y aſſenting to ** they do not believe. Now, 
ere not the ears of theſe deaf adders* for ever 
dlaoſed againſt conviction, the hiſtory of man- 

kind might have informed them, not one civil 
community is to be found, without ſome ſpe- 


cies of a National Religion; common ſenſe 
might have taught them, ſuch a Religion 


cannot be ſupported, without concord in 
opinions; and common decency might have 
ſüuggeſted to them, the Miniſters of this Re- 


ligion are ſervants of the State, and to hold 


them out as objects of deriſion, by an unli- 


mited and general abuſe, is an inſult on the 
Government that protects them. But perhaps, 
after all, it is not ſo much at the Doctrines of 


the Eſtabliſhment ſuch ſchiſmatics are offen- 


ded, as at other leſs ſpiritual appendages, an- 


nexed to the profeſſion of them. The time has 


been, when the modelling of the church was, 
for a while, committed to themſelves; and, no 
doubt, the Saints of the preſent age are year- 
ning for the return of thoſe golden days of 


| goſpel- perfection. How indeed they uſed their 


power, is not for their credit to ſay, and is too 
well known to be diſſembled; which, though 
they may chuſe not to remember, the guardians 

UTR b e e 


* Pfal. Ivili 4. 
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of our conſtitution, we e will not batt | 
_— 

2. Ir were to be wiſhed, the FRE of ma- 
lignity, here complained of, could juſtly be 
objected only to them, who are by profeſſion 
the Enemies of our Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtra- 
tion; and it is painful to add, the ſame unto- 
ward diſpoſition has been but too viſible a- 


mong thoſe, who are, or would be thought, i its. 


Friends. We can, in ſome ſort, allow for the 
petulance of Sectaries in this cauſe ; who may 
think themſelves obliged to reflect on the 
national worſhip, as neceſſary for a vindi- - 
cation of their own: but we are at a loſs 
for arguments to exculpate thoſe, who, after 
voluntarily devoting themſelves to the ſervice 
of the Eſtabliſhment, and actually living on 
the wages they receive from it, can yet allow 


themſelves to join with our bittereſt adverſa- 1 


ries, in reviling its ordinances, and inveigh- 
ing againſt its doctrines. Such a conduct, 
however diſguiſed under the covering of bear- 
ing teſtimony to' the truth, cannot but 
appear diſhonourable both to Diſſenters 
and to Churchmen. The former will re- 
gard the men with horror, who for the ſake 
of 


* 


1 w 1] 


of legal ants; from which 88 


are only excluded for their honeſty, have, ſo- 


: 8 lemnly and deliberately, declared their un- 
feigned aſſent to articles of faith, which they 


are known both to diſbelieve and ridicule: 
And the latter, however indifferent to religi- 
ous conſiderations in general, will eaſily ſee, 


ttat artifice and management are peculiarly  - 
1 undecoming a function, in which it is ſome 
:imputation to be ſaſpected of equivocation 


and duplicity, which is calculated to rectify 
the obliquities of earthly wiſdom, and to pre- 
pare the human nature, under the direction 


of God's word, for a participation of the 


divine. We have heard of ſome, and we have 
known others, who, though not averſe to con- 
tinuing in a ſituation, into which they were ad- 


mitted, by virtue of a conformity, which, at 


the time of making, was fincere; could never 
be induced, by any proſpects of intereſt or am- 


bition, to repeat a confeſſion, which, on ma- 
turer deliberation, they judged erroneous : 


Such men deſerve, and have, the reſpect and 
eſteem of ſincere Chriſtians. of every denomi- 
nation. Again, there may be others, who, ap- 


proving on the whole the mode of worſhip ef- 


tabliſhed * law, are not without their ſeru- 
Fes 


i 2 r '} 3 
ples as to particular parts, whach, with adran- 
tage to the general edification, might, they. 


think, be amended or removed: And ſuch too, 


if it might be done with ſafety; every good 4 


man would wiſh to ſee reheved; - But what 
ſhall we ſay to thoſe, who ſerve at the ſame al- 


tar, and are greedy to eat of the ſame ſacrifices 


with us; who, in an affair where conſcience 
and religion are eſſentially concerned, can de- 


viate ſo wide from the trait path of Chriſtian 


ſimplicity, as to conform to our Liturgy and 
Doctrines, and to impugn their truth; who 
with one hand engage to ſupport the national 

worſhip, and in the other hold a weapon read 
drawn to deſtroy it; men, who went out from 
us, and are not of us*; and who, with the ſame 
good faith, might ſubſcribe to the creed of 
Mahomet as: to that of the Church of Eng- C 
land? If ſach perſons would be thought in 
earneſt in their aſſeverations; what remains 
but that they abandon a communion they 
deem corrupt, and have recourſe to other 
ways of life, more honourable, and not leſs 
lucrative, which to men of their verſatility and 
addreſs will offer themſelves in plenty? If, un- 
witking 4 to betake thewſelves to ſecular em- 
ployments, 


John ii. 19. 
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ployments, Oy pretend a prior obligation to 
the work of the Miniſtry, and to ſay with St. 
Paul, Wo unto us if we preach not the Goſpels; 
þ . even here a method is open, in which their 
”  - pious purpoſe may be brought to bear, with- 
out offence: to ſincerity or to charity: After 


renouncing all claims to advancement under 
the Eſtabliſhment, let them take the benefit 
of the protection, allowed to Sectaries from 
the Toleration; and having foregone the ſatis- 


faction of making known their improvements 
in theology at the Church, let them vend their 


holy wares, without moleſtation, to their fond 


5 admirers at the Conventicle. 


Bur there is a more terrible aggravation 
of the evil yet behind. When men, not con- 


tent with modeſtly propoſing their notions in 


private, are ſo far poſſeſſed with the rage of 
novelty, as openly to contradict eſtabliſhed 


daoctrines, which perſons of the cooleſt and 


ableſt heads, after a ſober and diligent ſearch, 


have believed, as really to be proved. from 


Scripture; and concerning which even they 
who doubted had hitherto been wont to ob- 
ſerve a reverend ſilence: When, the more effee- 


tually 


1 Cor. ix, 16. 
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cad; to bring int their damnable e uh 
due arts are uſed to miſlead the riſing genera- 
tion, and to ſtain the native candour of inge- 


nuous youth with early prejudices againſt the 


religion of their country': When the ſabje& 
in diſpute is not. a quibbling diſtinction in 
metaphyſics, a mode of worſhip, or the inſti- 


tutions of human authority, but ſuch as affects 


the very eſſence of the Chriſtian Faith; arti- 
cles, the profeſſion of which every National 
Church, ſince the times of the Apoſtles, has 
thought itſelf bound in duty to hold faſt}, 
and, on no conſideration, to diſpenſe with or 
reject: When, in the language of Cicero, ef 
inter nos non de terminis, ſed de tota poſſeſſione con- 
tentio: Here the matter aſſumes a more ſerious 
aſpect; and all, who are from principle attach- 
ed to the cauſe of God and his Chriſt, will 
wiſh to ſee ſuch dangerous and deſtructive 


opinions expoſed, by every honeſt method of 


reproof and cenſure. In order to this, it will 
be neceſſary to ſpecify the particular inſtances, 
in which the word of God has, as we think, 
been corrupted, or explained away, by our mo- 
dern Illuſtrators of the Chriſtian ſcheme: 
Such a detail, though principally intended for 

x 5 | | the 
+2 Pet. ii. 11 1 Heb. x. 23. 


1 


' the. Mervice of Mots who have yet to learn 
the rudiments of tbe dottrine of Chriſt, will ſug- 


geſt many uſeful reflections to them, who are 
advancing faſt unto perfection; who have no 
need that one teach them again which be the firſt 


principles of the oracles of God , and yet may, 
not unprofitably, be put in remembrance of theſe 
things, though they ow them, and be eftabli iſhed 


in the preſent rrutb t. 


„ Heb. vi. i. 1 Heb. v. 22. f 2 Pet. i. 12. 


/ SERMON. 


2 COR. Th I7. 


WZE ARE NOT AS MANY, WHICH CORRUPT 
THE WORD OF GOD; BUT AS OF SINCE- 
RITY, BUT AS OF GOD, IN THE SIGHT: 
OF GOD, SPEAK WE IN CHRIST. 


O one circumſtance in the records of 
: Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory is mentioned with 

greater honour to the Chriſtian Religion, or 
with fuller evidences of truth, than the hap- 
py effects, which the preaching of the goſpel 
had on the lives and manners of its converts. 
A change ſo wonderful and ſudden, which ef- - 

' faced at once the ſtubborn habits of vice, and 
in their ſtead impreſſed on the yielding heart 
new principles of piety and virtue, it is diffi- 
cult to aſcribe to any other cauſe, than to the 
power _ 


* 


ä : x 16 | 
© power of Grace triumphing over the e 


bol Nature, and manifeſting 1 its ſuperiority o- 


ver the intereſts of expiring Gentiliſm, by a 


viſible diſplay of the fruits of the Spirit, in all 


goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth*, But 
though ſo great and general a reform can only 
de explained, on the ſuppoſition of a more 
than ordinary meaſure of divine aſſiſtance, im- 


parted to the firſt Chriſtians; much of the con- 
tinuance in this bleſſed courſe ought, in juſt- 


ice, to be attributed to themſelves. Thoſe glo- 


rious confeſſors to the name of Chriſt were 
more eminent for their zeal and ſincerity, than 
for their eloquence and erudition: they ſtudied 
the ſacred oracles, not as containing a rule 
of Science, but a rule of Life: they were more 
buſied in exploring the methods, by which the 
Evil of Sin might be done away, than in amu- 
ſing ſpeculations about its Origin; and little 


attentive to the Theory of Religion, their 


whole aim was directed to recommend and a- 
dorn the Practice of it, by Repentance toward 
God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Cbriſtr. 


Bor thoſe halcyon days of primitive truth 
and purity were not ſuffered to laſt lon g The 
ſacred edifice of the church is indeed immo- 


VERNE, 
| * Ephel. v. 9. Acts xx. 21. 
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aal as 2 rook5 and tbe garn of bull hall ab. 


prevail again ir *: Yet on this Foundation hath 


been erected an unweildy ſuperſtructure of 
bd, bay, Hubble f; diſcordant doctrines, and un- 
holy practices; which have diſgraced the beauty 
of the building, though unable to impair its 
g ſtrength. Human inſtitutes, of various kinds, 
have been ſucceſſively added to the divine; 
N ſome r more, ſome leſs abhorrent from the ge- 
nius of the goſpel; but all contributing, in 
their way, to vitiate its integrity, and ſhiver | 
the ſimple faith into ſects and factions. The 
beginning of this unchriſtian rife aroſe from 
the prejudices of the Jewiſh converts; . who, 
fondly addicted to the law of Moſes, were for 
retaining the ſhadows of their old ſyſtem, 
when poſſeſſed of the ſub/ance of the new. 
Tho contention was next increaſed by the 
converts from the Gentiles : theſe, early initi 
ated into the hidden rites of Paganiſm, de- 
formed the religion of Jeſus with meretricious 
ornaments, from the learning of the Greeks : 
unnatural and far-fetched Allegories wereforc- 
ed from the words of Scripture, in imitation 
of the viſions of the Platonic Philoſophy 3 


"re B 1 which, 
% Matth, xvi. 18. 1 14 Cor. ill, II, i  - - 


11 
which, 3 in aber, times, were followed by the 
| Sus and Sentences, : which the obſcure dili- 
gence of the Schoolmen had raiſed on the, me- 
taphyſi cal ſubtleties of the Ariſtetelians, The 
ſpiritual dominion of Antichriſtian Rome, and 8 
the bitter ingredients of that enchanted cup 
with which ſhe hath drenched the nations of 
the earth, were another fruitful ſource of ſu- 
perſtitions, which overſpread the Weſtern 
World: and which were happily removed in 


Tk part, and only in part, at-the =ra of the Re- 


formation. Paſt follies have been: again revived, 
and with the ſame arguments have been again 
- Gnfuted. The hydra-heads of Infidelity, after 
all our care to extirpate them, have pullulated 
afreſh: and little more hath been left to Mo- 
dern Refiners in theology, 1 in their attempts to 
deprave the ſacred text, but to retail the 
wretched traſh of exploded Hereſies, which 
their ignorance of OY: would Gage 
re 2357) 9 NG. of 


WIA now addreſs ourſelves to ipod in- 
. in which the genuine doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, or, what in all the particulars we 
have to mention are much the ſame, the doc- : 


trines 


GL 


Avia of the Church of England, bade beck - 
adulterated or explained away by divines, bot 
within: and without the Eſtabliſhment in or- 
der, as is pretended, to ſimplify the articles of 

faith into a conſiſtent ſyſtem of Retinal Re- 
ligion: indeed, ſo very Rational, as to have al- 
moſt nothing to do with Revelation, if by that 

word we underſtand any truths, not immedi- 
al deducible from the * of reaſonns: 


e „Tun ene ts. on SW 

Wen Religion, under every diſpenſation, 
has been ſupported, is the UNI v of the Di- 
vine Nature. This doctrine made a conſidera- 
ble part in the religious belief of the Patri- 
archs: to preſerve it uncorrupted in the midſt 
of an idolatrous world, was, among others, 
one chief reaſon of the ſelection of the Jews: 
and it is inculcated, with particular care, by 
our Lord himſelf, on his diſciples 8. Vet every 
attentive reader of the New Teſtament muſt 
have obſerved, that the Godhead is uniformly 


repreſented as appearing under Three Charao- 


ters; to all of whom divine attributes and ho- 
0G are aſcribed, nd ſeparate works and of- 


9 5 2 „ *..-. "fees 
* Mark xii, 28, 29, 8 


| 1 20 : | 
. Pw aſſignetl to euch, 3 in conducting the o 

nomy of mams ſalvation. When we calb them 

Ponent, we mean no more than that each has 


a diſtinct agency of his own; and rather to a- 
void"the' error of thoſe,” who taught that Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, were only different 
names of one and the ſume Perſon, exhibiting 
FTfimſeſf under different relations, than to ap- 
ply the word to Them, in the fame ſenſe we 
apply it to one another. When we maintain, 
teſe Three Porſons are One God, we pretend 
not to convey an adequate notion either of 
their Union, or their Diſtinction, both which 
are, in a great meaſure, by us inexplicable; 


Put to deny that there are more Gods than 


One; at the ſame time that we are obliged to 
acknowledge that the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghoſt are, each of them, the object of a 
Chriſtian's Worſhip: Juſt as when we ſay, that 


Chriſt is the-only begotten Sun of God, we ave 


mot ſuppoſed to mean, He is his Son after the 
ſame way, that one begotten and born of carth- 
ly parents is the ſon of his natural father; but 
becauſe thoſe words are the beſt, which the 
zimperfection of human language and human 
comprehenſion will allow, to ſignify, in a diſ- 


22 * 
tant 5 the relation between the 
Father and his only Son eur Lord, in m 


all the fulnefs of the Godhead tivells*. On dis 


ground the catholic dectrine of a Tvinity in 
Unity is built: and it had been happy, had 


Chriſtians, in all ages, adhered to I fimple an 


expoſition, rather than perplexed themſebves 
and others with ambiguous and ſcholaſtie 
terms, which often had no meaning, or a 
wrong one. What learned controwerfies'would 
have been thus prevented? What elaborate 
diſtinctions, and frifes of wordsÞ, dub mis = 
niſter queſtions rather than difying uubich is in 
fuitb t. would have been decided, or rendered 
uſeleſs? ww gangs when een. 
Ubiquity, and even the Unity itfelf of the Di- 
vine Being; we ſhould be equally unable to 
comprehend the Perſonal Diſtinctians fubſiſt· 
ing in the Godhead, and be overwhelmed and 
loſt in the abyſs of Infinite Perfection ? Some 


way or other, we may teſt aſſured, the Divi- 
nity of the Son and of the Holy Ghaſt muſt 


be conſiſtent with the doftrine, that God is 
| One; for both are declared i in $cripture, and 
4 3 

7 8 Col. it. 9. t 1 Tim, vi. ug oe Tim. i. . 


„ 1 

the Father of Truth can have no communion 
with error. Whether, in our preſent ſtate, we 
be capable of underſtanding this myſtery, wo. 
know not: that it is not-neceſſary-to under- 
ſtand it, we are certain, becauſe it is not re- 
yealed... The Almighty. may cover his throne, 
with clouds, and reſide, with unobſcured glo- 
ty, in the majeſty of darkneſs,” for reaſons _ 
- which are to us inſcrutable . The Secret things 
Belong unto the Lord our God; but thoſe things, 
which' are Revealed, belong unto Us, and to our 
| children for everÞ. Canſt thou by ſearching find 
, out God? canſt- thou find out the Almighty to per- 
| fetfion? Ir is as high as Heaven; what canft thou 
do? | deeper than Hell; what canft thou know? 
We meaſure iberegf is longer than the earth, _ 
We than the feat ; 


ber are the humble ſentiments of unaf- 
5 _ Per on a ane in contemplation 
of 


———— How oft amidſt | 
| Thick Nur and dark 72 Heaven's all- ruling Sire 
hooſe to reſide, his glory unobſcur'd ; 


d with the majeſty of kneſs rou 
overs his throne? ? * ve. 


N Mrron, Par. Loft. Book Il. v. 263, be. | 
+ Deut. xxix. 29, J Job xi. 7,8, 9. 
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of which even Angels veil their faces, and 
which of all others is the leaft fubject to the 
determinations of human reaſon. « But Fools 
ruſh in, where Angels fear to tread. The pro- 
fane levity and mockery, with which the doc- 
trine of the adorable Trinity hath been treat- 
ed by the ſcoffers of the preſent age, who 
would perietrate into the arcana of the God- 
head, and fathom” the depths of the Divine 
Nature with the ſhort line of their own under- 
ſtanding, is known to all, who are in the leaſt 
converſant in their writings. The ſeeming 
contradictions that Three are One, and One 
is Three, have been rung in the ears of the 
aſtoniſhed world, with unceaſing elamour: 
And one Hereſiarch *, in defiance of the Laws 
N Lg > TO Wu as 
* See Priefileys Remarks on the 4th | vol, of the Com- 
mentaries on the Laws of England, with the ſenſible and 
candid Reply of the admirable Author of the Commenta- 
ries. And yet this man, who can allow himſelf thus to in- 
ſult the doctrines of the Church of England, as if they were 
2 better than a ſyſtem of the rankeſt Paganiſm, would 
ain be thought, with the reader's leave, an advocate for 


Toleration; and many a goodly tractate hath he penned, 
to ſhew how warm he can be, when engaged in the ſervice; 


” 
F 
> 
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of religious liberty. Indeed, ſuch is the fullneſs of this author's — 


heart, it is more difficult to ſay on what ſubjects. he hath. 

not written, than on what he hath: a whole alphabet would 

hardly ſuffice to recount the titles of his publications; 65+ 

 fides that which cometh upon him daily, the direction of the 

Theological Repoſuory, As to his ſincerity, Ca quality ws 
| ; | | | _ hak 
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ſerted, that the Service of the Church of Eng- 
land is fbockingly Abſurd, mani feſily Impious, nay 

more, Lolatrous. And for what? — becauſe; it 
maintains, that! Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt, 
alia er eie d re r vb 

2. Ir our modern explainers of Chriſtianity 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, conſidered 
togetber, as ON k; we need not wonder, if they 

appear equally diſguſted, when we maintain, 
in conformity withSeripture and the Eſtabliſſi- 
ed Church, that the Sox, and Hol V GnosT, | 
in their ſeparate capacities, are truly DIVINE, 

And yet, if any thing be revealed as an article 
of the Chriſtian faith, it is this. The ſame 
incommunicable Names, and Titles, and Attri- 

F Kapil ies balk well” hou 
over, if that and his ſcill had always gone together. When 
4 man takes upon bim to decide on controverted points of 


Theology, we have a right to rogue of ſuch, an one, not only 
that he be able to read his Engliſh Bible, but be furniſhed 


. 


befiges with an exact and critical knowledge of Seripture: 
juſt as it would be expected from him, who ſhould threaten 
the public with two or more bulky volumes on Natural 
Philoſophy, that he ſhould not only be acquainted with the 
- fimple elements of Geometry, but alſo be ſomething of a 
maſter in the ſublimer-parts of Mathematics, -  * 


to [1 1 
butes* are aſeribed to both, which are, in an 
eſpecial manner, appropriated to Gon, and 
which cannot be applied to created Being of 
the higheſt order, without the utmoſt imꝑro· 
| priety and even blaſphemy. From EVSRUEAST- 
ING 70-EVERLASTING the Far HER is Gon: 


JIxsus CHRIST 7s the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and FOR EVER: and Chrift, through the ETER= " 
NAL SPIRIT, offered himſelf without ſpot to Godt. 
The LORD ig a Ged of KNOWLEDGE: and by 
Dim actions are weighed : the SON KNOWETH 
all things ; he needed not that any ſhould teftify of 
* Theſe Attributes, Kc. are aid ta be [ncommunicable; of - 
two accounts; firſt, becauſe they cannot be poſſeſſed by any 
creature, but belong, ſolely and excluſively, to the One'Su- 


reme Being; and ſecondly, becauſe God hath exprefsly de- 
clared, (HK. xii. 8.) he will Rot give his glory to 2 7 


1 Pf. xc. 2. Heb. xiil. 8. | Heb. ix. 14. The expreſ- 
ſion in the ſecond of theſe paſſages is the ſame in ſenſe as. 
that in Rey. i. 8. where Chriſt is deſeribed by the character 
of Him, which is and which was and which is ty came: words 
evidently denoting an Eternity ſtriftly ſo called, and imply - 
ing a duration already paſt, as well as one that is Wee | 

| Foy oat of in Heb. xiii, 8. is not meant the dofFring or 
Yaith of Chriſt, ſee proved in Waterland's Sermons at Lady 

Moyer's Lectures; Ser. vil. p. 251—255. That Reb. l. B. 
is to be underſtood of the perſon of the Jon, ſee p. 228. 233. 
237. And the Defence of ſome Qperies, &c. p. 113, Aba 

the Second Defence, &c, p. 241—245. by the ſame author. 

Other places, to prove the proper Eternity of the Sen, are 
Rev. i. 4. compared with i. 17. & xxii. 13. John viii, 58, 
on which conſult Bp. Sherlock's Sermons, Vol. IV. p. 2-15. 

And the texts cited; in proof of the Pre- exiſtence of Chriſt, 
p. 32. of this Sermon, F 


; 4 


. Y of 
ay 
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nan, for be KNEW what was in man: and the 
SPIRIT SEARCHETH: all. things, yes tbe deep 
things of God. The FATUER raiſetb ap the 
* dead, and ,n N TH them: even fo tht go 


QUICKENETH whom be will: a > being" - 


gut to deurb in the fleſh, was QU1CKENED' by the 
Srixir . What now hath infidelity to urge, 
in oppoſition to authorities ſo deciſive, and ſo 

e e e ee er eee thickly 


1 Sam. ii. 3. John xvi. 30. John ii. 25. (See Water- 
land, Ser. vii. p. 255, 256.) 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. See Pearſon 
on the Creed, p. 314. Ed. 1723. Barrow's Works, in Fol. 
if Vol. II. P, 303- 360. rf ANTS ALT '\ 1 2 W 
+ John v. 21. compared with x. 17, 18. (See Pearſon, 
p. 257, 258.) 1 Pet. iii. 18. The texts here adduced, to 
ſhew that Eternity, Knowledge, and Power, are aſcribed 
in Scripture to the Holy Ghoſt, in the ſame manner they are 
aſcribed to the Father and the Son, have been quoted, on 
the like occaſion, by the ableſt divines both of the paſt and 
preſent age. See Barrow's Works, Vol. II. Ser. 34, And 
Abp. Secker on the Catechiſm, Lect. XIII. where he is 
proving that the Holy Ghoſt is, truly and ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
Gop. The Spirit of God fo conducted the man Jeſus 
through his whole ſtate of Humiliation, that all he ſaid and 
did is repreſented in Scripture as proceeding from that a- 
fuence; and thoſe mighty Worts of his, which bore witneſs 
of him, are to be 8 as repeated Teſtimonies of the 
Spirit on his behalf. But beſides the miracles, which he 
performed before his death, the new teſtament, according 
to the common, and I think true, interpretation, aſeribes alſo 
to the fame Didine Agent that great miracle and foundation 
of our faith, his Ning Again; where he is ſaid by St. Paul 
(Rom, i. 4.) ta have been declared the Son of God with power, 
according to the Sp1RLT of HoLINEss, by the Reſurrection from 
the dead; and by St. Peter & Ep. iii, 18.) to have been put 


to death in the fleſh, but quickened by the Srinir.“ Becker's 


< 3 


p. 157, 158. 


„ eG 5-8 
thickly ſown in Scripture, that not even the 


out? Becauſe our Lord, when in his human 
nature converſing with his diſciples on earth, 
ſpeaks of himſelf as inferior to the Father, and 
mentions ſome things, the knowledge of which, 
was withheld from him; therefore, ſay our ex- 
poſitors, he is inferior to the Father, hen 
eonſidered as poſſeſſed of a divine nature 
though, under is idea, we are taught to be- 
leve that He and his Father are ONE *, thathe 
o | Darn rhought 


1 John x. 30. And compare xiv. 9,10. xvi. 15. xvii. 10. 
from whence it appears, that the union, here ſaid to ſubſiſt 
between the Father and Chri/?, is ſomething mere than an 
| union of deſign and intere/t, and of ſuch a fort as no mere 
man is capable of, with reſpect either to the Father or the 
Son. The Scriptures frequently ſpeak of the union, 
which ſubſiſts between Chriſt and his true diſciples; hut not 
in the /ame terms as of that, which ſubſiſts between the Fa- 
ther and Chriſt. Chriſt had ſuch an union with the Father, 
that He could ſay, Al things that the Fa th are Mine; 
and, He that hath ſeen Ma, hath ſeen the Father : but can every 
true Chriſtian uſe, with propriety, the ſame.fanguage? A- 
ain the nature of this-union appears in the ſtrongeſt light 
| from hence, that the Holy Spirit is indifferently called the 
pirit of God, and the Spirit of Chriſi: but is any di/cip!e ca- 
pable of ſuch an union with the Father, that the Holy 
Ghoſt may be called his Spirit with as great propriety as he 
js called the Spirit of God?” See pag. 21, 22. and 51, 52. f 
a ſmall Pamphlet, entitled, 4 Short Defence of the Divinity of 
Chriſt, Ed. 2d. to which is added a Supplement, printed at 
Leeds, 1772. And Waterland's Ser. VI. p. 195, 196. And 
Abp. Secker on the Catechiſm, Le, VII. p. 106. who pro- 


— 


£ 


duces the text, John x, 30. for the ſame purpoſe it is men- 
tioned here, iq prove the a Divinity of Chriſt,” 
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quality with God: which ſuppoſing 


 thiught'"it not roblery to be EQUAL * with:God,- 


| f ® | y 
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ee e 120324, and Bp: Rrtet k in the att Val. of 


his Sermons. Some in tranſlating theſe words,” fays 
this laſt author, © make the Apoſtle ſpeak, Who, being 
in the form of God, did not arragate, aſſume, or lay claim to, 


any equality, or likeneſs with God: but this language bears 
no analogy to the words in the original, nor can be made 
0 


e 


to agree with the aim and deſign of the Apoſtle. The ex- 
prefſion is metaphorical, and a $ to the eagerneſt and te- 


nacicuſneſi, with which men catch and retain the Prey, which 
they are afraid ſhould flip out of their hands: but, I be- 
liev 


no language knows what it is to arrogate, aſſume, or 
lay claim to a Prey: a Prey is to be a e de held faſt, 


N mY be aſſumed, or arrogated, or laid claim to. Beſides, 
K 


it is St. Paul's deſign: to ſet forth the great Humility of Chriſt: 
in order to this, he ſays, he did not Footy retain his E- 
this 


to him, is a very great, the greateſt, inſtance of Humility : 


| but for a perſon, who has 1c fight or title to ſuch Equality, 


to arrogate or lay claim to it, is the utmoſt pitch of Pride or 
Madne: and if you ſo expound theſe words, you muſt af- 
firm, that the Apoſile, to prove the great Humility of 
Chriſt, endeavours to clear him of that, which imports the 
greateſt Pride and Infolence imaginable.” But of all the 


- ways of explaining this text, that of a nameleſs writer, in 


an Appeal to the ſerious and candid Profeſſors of Chriftiani 
is ſurely the moſt extraordinary: According to 7 che 


told, the word Impious is added to this tranſlation, not only 
in oppoſition to the whole tenor of the Apoſtle's argument, 


but alſo without the leaſt authority from the original. One 


could hardly have expected, a Lover of the Goſpel could h 

been guilty of ſuch a cheat. I make no ſcruple to call'r 

inſertion a palpable Fraud; the malignity of which, vos 
Les le La Den: 22 exerciſec 


are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſ- 5 


* 


Equality to eng 


aſſage is to be underſtood thus: Chriſt was for from think. - 

l of ſuch an Iurros Robbery, as that of being equal with 

God, (for ſo the text ought to have been tranſlated) but 
made himſelf of nb reputation, and acknowledged that his Fa- 
tber was greater than be.” The learned reader need not be 


| t 29 + | 
demi and KNOWLEDGR ®, Becauſeithe term Gel | 
is ſometimes uſed in a lower ſenſe, denoting. 
otily. dominion, and They are, abuſively, called 
Gods, rento whom the wurde God came I; there- 
fore the ſame term, ben applied to Chrif, - 
denotes only a ſubordinate Being — though 
the creation of ail things, viſible and invifibie, in 
beaven and in earth, be aſcribed to tim; 
though he be called Lord and God , King of 

Kings, and Lord of Lords; though all men are 
commanded to honour the Son, even as they bo- 
n Father 4; end he is ſaid to be cual for 


above 


— on RG fzeg cannot better be expreſſed than 
in his own epithet, by declaring it to be an impious impoſition 
on the Engliſh reader, for whoſe uſe tho Appeal is princi- 
- pally intended. But for a compleat anſwer to this pen 
worth of divinity, I refer to the ſmall pamphlet mentioned 
above, Short Defence, &c. where the prevarication and ſo- 
phiſtry of the Appeal is eomplently expoſed and confuted ; 
not in the ſpirit of controverſy, but, W is of infinitely 
more value, the ſpirit of piety. and candour.,,, 
* Coloſſ. ii, 3. It has been pretended, that the words, | 
here rendered in Him, or in Whom, ſhould. be tranſlated in 
Ae. g „ Myſtery of God and of the Father and o of Chriſt, 
ken of in the preceding verſe. - But that the preſent ver- 
— is more 2 . ne ny to 8 eval ſcope and drift of the 
Epiſtle, ſee und, Ser. VII. p. 258460. 
1 Pf. Ixxxii. 6. John x. 35. if 
t Neb. ix. 6. "ox 3 Inn pe, oh 5 
Colo. i. 16, 17. Heb. i. 10. 1 3 
$ Adds x. 36. Rom. ix. 5. 
I Rev. xvii. 14. & xix. 16. 
7 John v. Ay 
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cipality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, bur in that which'is to come v. Be- 
cauſe in ſome places of the Old Teſtament;the 
Spirit of God may, poſſibly, mean nothing more 
than a particular energy or exerciſe of the di- 
vine power; therefore the numerous texts in 
the New, which aſſert, or imply, the Perſonal 
Character of the Holy Ghoſt, may all be over- 
looked and forgotten though, that divine Spi- 
rit be repreſented as making intercęſion for us, 
as ſpeaking}, teaching , reproving ; and the 
re ro | ſame 
_ © ® Epheſ. i. 21. See on this head Abp. Secker on the 
Catechiſm, Lea. VII. But here the Metaphyſician 
comes in, and tells us that Self-Exiſtence, 'and Necef- 
ſiary-Exiſtence, and Abſolute Independency are eſſen- 
tial attributes of the Deity; and that he has ſearched the 
Scriptures in vain to find them aſcribed to the Son. He 
might have added, or to the Father. Neither theſe terms, 
nor others of a like import, occur in the new teſtament: If 
they expreſs any ideas, (other than the negative one of Be- 
ing not derived) they are the ideas of Philoſophers, not of 
Apoſtles.” Dr. Powell's Charge to the Clergy, in June, 1772. 
. Rom. viii. 27, f John xvi. 13. 5 John xvi. 26. 
I John xvi. 8. But here we are told, that the phraſe, 
the Spirit of God, (Matth. xii. 28.) is explained in the pa- 
rallel place (Luke xi. 20.) by the finger of Gad; an expreſ- 
ſion that is merely figurative, and which cannot imply a per- 
on, but an operation or power only. And, were the text in 
St. Matthew's goſpel the only one, from which the perſonality 
of the Holy Ghoſt is proved, there might perhaps be fome 
little forge in this ignorant objection. But every ſmatterer 


Fe. 


Tame marks and tokens of Perſonalityareevery = 


where attributed to Him, as to the Father and 
to the 8on. In this manner the intruders into 


thoſe things which they have not ſeen, vainly puffed | 
up by their fleſhly minds &, have attempted to de- 
throne the Redeemer and Sanctifier, by di- 
veſting them of their divine honours; and 
dazzled with deluſive light from the fumes of 
a heated fancy, have been led aſtray from the 
ſober path of truth _ reaſon” ITED 


3. AKIN to the dockine of Chriſt's Drv1- 
NITY is that, which inſtructs us in his PRR- 
EXISTENCE; which is aſſerted in the Scripture 

ſo. expreſſiy, and delineated in characters ſo 
ſtrong and luminous, as if it were written 
with a ſun-beam. He tua in the BEGINNING 
with Gag; 1 Was 1. things, were MADE 


2 N TNA 1 6 
in PINE AY that the 1 ks and works are fr 
quently referred in Scripture both to God and to the Hop 
Spirit, Thus St. Peter chargeth Ananias, that he had lyed 

to the Holy Ghoft ; and then, that he had 'yed to God. Acts 
v. 3,4. Our rd was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt; and, 
for? that reaſon, was the Son of Ged. Luke i. 35. And in 
the ſame way, hei is ſaid to have performed his Aral in- 
differently, either by the power of God, or by. the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Compare Rom. xv. 19. with Acts ii. 22. 
And ſee Barrow, Vol. Il. Ser. 34. And the Paſſage from | 
Secker's Sermons, cited juſt before. 


# Coloſl. i ii. 18. 


went 40, God, No man hath aſcended up to bea- 


* 32 1 | 
nnn 
that wu made. He CAME FROM: God, an 


ven, but be that CAME. DOWN. from. heaven}. 
Bifere Alrabom was, IAM F. Andnou, O Father, 
Ele iß ne uith thine, own ſelf, with the giny 
wich I had with: thee, BEFORE THE WORLD 
WAS: I came FORTH FROM the Father, and 
am came into the world; again, I leave the world, 
and go to the Father : Upon which, the diſciples 
of Chriſt ſaid unto him, Lo! nom ſpeakeſt thou 
' PLACNLY; and fpeokeft NO PROVERBS A. Is it 
poſſible, you will ſay, that teſtimonies fo full 
and clear can be ſet aſide by any one, who 
has faith in Sctipture, ſo little as a grain 
of muſtard feed? Yet what will not gigantic 
 impiety, when it aſſaults the ſkies, endeavour! 
The article of the Pre- exiſtence of Chriſt, if al- 
| lowed, would be an eternal obſtacle in the way 
of the favourite principle of our new goſpel- 
| ters, that the Redeemer was a mere Man, the 
fame kind of being, in all reſpects, with our- 
felves.. To conciliate the minds of their fol- 
| | auen 
98 1. 3. + nt & xiii. 3. b 
2 John iii. 13. $ John viii. 58. 1 Nn wi, 2. 
© John xvi. 28, 29, + Matth. xvi 20, 
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lowers to ſuch à doctrine, every art i tried * 


ments are uſed! to prove the Humatiity of 


Chriſt,” by way of excluding his Divinity of 
Which I Will only ſay, they are eb 5 


wiſe man would be CONE and et e 


rious e RM wages Ari RR ry 
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0 Ov4rih articles of quali importance, ane 


whoſe ſincerity has been equally' corfupted, I: 
reſerve for the preſent : for I'would'rior that 
you ſhould be detained on theſe thorn beds too 


long. In the mean time we may be permitted: 


not without juſt indignarion;"ts aſk, is it for 


the ſake of introducing ſuch"Eorruptions,” 4 | 


we have now expoſed, that the faith and'wors 
ſhip of the Church of England are to be new 
modelled; the moſt venerable and reſpectable 
of her Prelates inſulted; and evety worthy 
character of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, who re- 


fuſes, or but heſitates, to accede to the mea- 
fufes propoſed for accompliſhing ſach a defign, | 


to be treated with abuſe and contumely "Is it 
to pave the way to ſuch attempts, that the firſt 
ineroachment on our Religious Conſtitution 
is to begin among ourſelves, the approved cuſ· 


C | toms - 


elude the force of the plaineſt texts; and argu- 


185 
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do r the Univerſity are to be ſet aſide, and 


the honeſt frankneſs of our youth abuſed, to 
ſerve the purpoſes of a deſpairing faction? Let 
no true friend to our Alma Mater conceive 


_ thus miſerably of the degeneracy of her ſons. 


The Univerſity of Cambridge will ever pre- 


1 ſerve that purity of Faith as well as Manners, 


which the world expects from her, and which 


will always be both her ornament and her ſup- 


ſebes, I muſt have lee to add, you have ſuf- 


'. | Geiently ſhewn, your are properly'mindful of 


your truſt; and will not ſuffer. the credit of 
this ſcat of learning to be put to the ſmalleſt 
| hazard: You are no ſtrangers to the deſigns, 
meditated by the adverſaries of our Eſtabliſh- 
ment; and you are aware, what a dangerous 
and deceitful uſe would now be made of any | 
indulgence, which otherwiſe, and in times of 
greater tranquillity, you might wiſh to ſhew. 
The very being of the National Church may, 
perhaps, depend on your vigilance: And you are 
too wiſe to be diverted from guarding ſo ſa- 

"ered a depoſit, by the menaces of its open E- 
= * Friends. 
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Ws. ARE NoT AS MANY, WHICH CORRUPT 
THE WORD OF GOD; BUT AS OF SINCE= 
RITY, BUT AS OF GOD, IN THE SIGHT 
3 or Qop, SPEAK WE IN cm. 
H E great error wg Chriſtians, who in- 

. dulged to Speculation i in former times, 

was corrupting the principles of religion with 
an impure mixture of Platoniſm, and wreſting 
the words of Scripture into abſtruſe and 
hidden meanings, which obſcured the rule of 
life revealed in the goſpel, and became the 
ſource of innumerable miſchiefs both to faith 
and piety. The Theoriſts of our days proceed 
ina different way; inſtead of ſtudiouſly ex- 
C2 _- +  traft- 


| + 36 3 
tracking nt Hel) writ recondite ſenſes, which 
were never in the mind of the inſpired penmen, 
they will not even allow it to contain ſuch 
difficulties as really belong to it: according to 
them, each circumſtance 1 in the great Myſtery 
of Godlineſs* is revealed in terms of the utmoſt 
Fi perſpicuity ; they are able to comprehend what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and leigbt +: 


5 the veil, which was wont to hide the ſecrets of 


the divine counſels from mortal eyes, is 
| thrown aſide, or at leaſt made pervious to 
their underſtandings : they can force them- 
ſelves into the very ſanctuary of Truth, per- 
vade her innermoſt receſſes, and even ſeize her 
8 where ſhe reſides, in unclouded 8 
near the foptſtvel of the Almighty. 15 


N | 1 I were e Religion to be 3 alli | 
no other idea, than as containing rules and 
directions for the regulation of the condud of 
a Rational Creature, it muſt be confeſſed, none 
was ever more plain and ſimple than the 
Chriſtian: its-precepts are nothing but the 
dictates of natural reaſon, purged from all the 
dregs of p and exalted to their higheſt 


ſtate 


„ Tim. i iii. 16. + + Epheſ. il 18. 


1 


Rate of perfection; and the duties i it requires 
us to practice to God, our neighbour, and 
ourſelves, are ſuch as the loweſt capacities 
7 ere and the higheſt muſt ap- 
prove. But then we ſay, this, though a true, 

is not a full account of what is wanting to 
make up the notion of the Religion of Man: 
in order to complete the idea, it is neceſſary 
that it make known to us the method, in which 
Sinners may be aſſured of Pardon and Salva- 


tion. And as this method can only be lernt 


from the expreſs manifeſtation of the Will of 
God, declared in his written word; it is eaſy 
to conceive there may de a variety of particu- 
lars, relative to the manner in which this great 
work is conducted on the part of God, which 
one would expect beforehand ſhould partake of 
the myſterious ſublimity of their author; which . 

refuſe to be ſcrutinized by the fallibility of 
man's judgement; and in contemplation of 


which, the dazzled eye will ever be 2 5 


fo fly to darkneſs ou a refuge. 


Bor theſe are matters, which, as was ſaid, 
the nice ſtomach of modern theologues 1 is un- 


3 | able 9 
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able to digeſt; b can; 


ever be propoſed as an object of belief, of the 
propriety of which they have not the fulleſt 
and moſt adequate conception. When, in con- 
futation of ſo wild an opinion, we urge them 
with the difficulties relating to the nature of 


the Divine Eſſence, the Perſonal Characters of 


the gon and Holy Spirit, and the Pre- exiſtence 

of Chriſt; they have a ready anſwer, by deny- 
ing the points in queſtion to be really reveal - 
ed in Scripture. At other times, when harder 
/ preſſed, the whole doctrine is explained away 
into a mode. of {| peech; and a Metaphor that 
was never meant, or a Viſion that was never 
ſeen, are always at hand to ſuccour the labour- 
ing cauſe, and bring down the ſublimeſt ang 
moſt wnſearchable of God's Judgements* to the 
ſcanty . of human e 


or this latter had 5 Aer the 
Chriſtian ſcheme, as it has been called, the fol- 
lowing, among others that mi ight be mention- 
ed, are memorable inſtances. 


1. Tux doctrine of the ATONEMENT, of 


Rom xi. 33. 


U 
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of the Redemption of Mankind by the Voluns' 
tary ' Sacrifice of the 8on of God upon the 
Croſs, is the chief corner-flone ® of the Chiiſtiats = 
ſyſtem. It is this, which: completes -and/cloſts' | 
the whole ſeries of the diſpenſations of God to 
man; which precludes all expectations of any 
further revelation of a new religion; and puts 
the finiſhing hand to the great myſtery of Pro- 
vidence, #ept ſecret fince the world began, but now 
made nianifeſt actording to the commandment of 
the Everlaſting God +, the Reſtoration of man- 
kind to that Immortality which was forfeited 
þy the Fall. It is this, which diſtinguiſhes the 
religion of Chriſt from all the rabble of pre- 
tended revelations, before and after it; which 
the Miniſters of that religion ought to conſi- 
der as the Palladium of their cauſe, to be 

guarded with the ſtricteſt care, as its beſt ſ6- 
curity from the pretenſions of impoſtots, ana 
the inſults of unbelievers. It was revealed, at 

times, and in divers manners, unto the Er- 
thers, by the Prophets t: it was typified to the 


choſen people, in their deliverance from the 


"_ of Egypt, and in their temporal poſ- 
8 ſeſſion ? 


| „ Epheſ, ii. 20. 1 Rom. xvi. 25, 26. f Heb. i. 1. 7 6 
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ſeſnon of the promiſed land: it Was n, 


* ted in the ſacriſices of the Moſaic law: and it 
z mentioned in the old teſtament and in the 

new, by the Prophets and the Apoſtles; and 
Inculcated by the latter, with peculiar earn- 
eſtneſs, in their . l to en 2 5 
e 1 0 e ad 


„ 


Au pet to che . of FIR even \this 


1 capital article has not eſcaped the ſacrilegious : 
| hands of the adverſaries of our holy Religion. 


f* It is true, as they affect to talk, the ſacred 
writings affirm, that Chriſt ſuffered, tbe juſt 
far the unjuſt; that in him we bave Redemption 
through his Blood; and that he gave himſelf a 
Sacrifice; and a Ranſom for alls. But it would 
be doing the utmoſt violence tocommon- ſenſe, 


Sy as well as common humanity, to ſuppaſe that - 


| theſe and the like expreſſions are to be taken 
literally; z as if he died in the ſead and place of 
others, and by way of ſcreening ſinners from 
the puniſhment, which they muſt elſe have 
ſuffered in their own perſons. Such a me- 
_ of puniſhing the innocent for the puilty : 


WS 


” og ni. 18. Ephel. 3 i. 9. Colo. i. 1 
Hieb, x, 12. Tim. ii, 5, 5 


- 


[ 44 ] BOT 
is itſelf injuſtice; and can never be reconciled, | 
to the wiſe ends of buman governments, much 

leſs be thought to have place in the divine. 
What remains then, but that in order to a- 


void a conſequence, fo repugnant to our no- 


tions of equity, we underſtand the phraſes, in |, | 


which the death of Chriſt is deſcribed under 
 facrifical terms, as merely figurative; applied 
only by way of compariſon, and in alluſion to 
the ſacrifices, then in frequent uſe with the i 
Jewiſh and Heathen. nations? Not that we 
would deny, (as theſe amphibious diſciples of 
Chriſt and Socinus go on) that the facrifice ok 
our Lord, in this accommodated ſenſe, was, in 
a ſingular manner, acceptable to God; on the 

contrary, it was attended with all the circum- ; 
_ ſtances, that could entitle it to peculiar marks 


of his favour; it was incurred in the glorious | 5 5 


cauſe of Virtue; in execution of the moſt per- 
ſevering endeavours to reſcue mankind from the 
dominion of vice and miſery; and it afforded 
tte higheſt poſſible proof of Sincerity, and the 


moſt illuſtrious Example of n a 
for the poop of others.” | 


AnDi 1s this all, may we not aſk of theſe vain 
Tea» 


ff 42 1 1 
reaſoners Wa included inthe: rh. Hh 


Scripture Doctrine of Redemption? Are the 
ſublime phraſes, ſcattered with a rich profuſi- 


on in the new teſtament, in which the death 
of Chriſt is uniformly repreſented as a Salut. 
fiee, a Propitiatory Offering, an Expiation, an 
Atonement for ſin, voluntarily undertaken by 


Him for us, and accepted by the Father in our 


ſttead, to be all at laſt reſolved into Metaphors, 
without any proper meaning and reality? Is the 
Saviour of the world to be degraded into a mere 
teacher of righteouſneſs, and thought worthy 
of no higher character than that of Socrates? 
On this ſuppoſition, where was the difference 
between the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and the Mar- 
tyrdoms of the Apoſtles? They, like their 
Maſter, after exhibiting the moſt uſeful pat- 
' terns of obedience. and reſignation in their 
Rues, afforded the nobleſt teſtimony to the 
truths of the goſpel, by ſealing them with their 
_ blood. But is any ſuch virtue aſcribed to their 
deaths, as is to that of Chriſt? Is it ever ſaid of 
them, (I put the queſtion with horror, though 
it be only to ſhew its abſurdity) that they fed 
their. ud for tbe . of fins*, or that 
| through 


; » Math. xXx\i. 28. 


[.43 ] 
na them we have received the e 
On the contrary, is ĩt not plainly the intenti- 


on of Scripture, to attribute an extraordinary 
and ſingular efficacy to the Sufferings and 


from his Inſtruction and Example, which is 
never attributed to the ſufferings and death of 
any other? He is deſcribed, not only as teach 
ing the neceſſity of repentance, and its availa- 
bleneſs to procure a return of the divine fa- 
vour; but that availableneſs itſelf, and all the 
good effects which flow from it, are repreſented _ 
as owing to the merits of His Sacrifice, and to 
the Satisfaction which He has made for the fins 
of the whole world. In what way this Satisfac- 
tion was of uſe, in reconciling ſinners to God. 
the Scripture has not explained: it is enough, 
that the doctrine is clearly revealed; that it is 


Death of Chriſt, over and above what ariſes Wh 


| not contrary to any truths, which reaſon ank 
experience teach us; and that it accords with . - 


perfect harmony to the uſual method of the 
divine proceedings in the government of the 


world+. Inſtead of diſputing how ſo ineftima- 


ble a benefit was procured, we embrace it, as 


an 


Rom. v. 11. f See Bp. Butler's Analogy, Part Il. chap. g. 


ff 


"e674 - | 
© aw anchor of the ſoul both fure and fefa, vi 
_ humility and thankfulneſs, ourſelves; and it is 

dur duty to communicate, if we can, a juſt 
#3 conception of its infinite importance unto o- 

ters: warning every man, and teaching every 
man , to neglect not ſo great ſalvation . not 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſtll, but glorying in 
his Croſs d; and labouring to catch ſome porti- 
on of that divine ſpirit, with which the great 


. Apoſtle was penetrated, when he deſcribes the 


Redeemer himſelf bending as it were from his 


- | heavenly throne, intreating, and almoſt kneel - 


ing to, his guilty creatures, to invite them to 
lay hold on the merits of his ſufferings, and 
accept the pardon ſecured to them by his own 
precious Blood. Now then We are Ambaſſadors 

for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by Us: 
We pray KA in te th s ud, be ye n 


22. Amt gn aide of the W 


mould naturally follow that of the INTER- 5 


CESSION of our Lord; which makes an im- 
Sith of the Chriſtian creed, and which, 


„ Heb. vi. 19, + Coloff.ii. 28. Heb. ii. 3. 
* 16. 802. vi. 14+ 12 Cor. v. 20. 


1 } 


like the other, has been equally aſſalled by the 
unholy hands of Infidels and Heretical Belie- 
vers. But on this ſubject I ſpare myſelf and 
you: It has already received its higheſt finiſh- 
ing from the hands of a Maſter ; who has treat · 
ed the whole doctrine of Interceſſion, Whether 
relating to Men in behalf of each other, or to 
our Saviour in behalf of us all, with a preciſi- 
on and accuracy, to which nothing car be ad- 
ded, and with an 5 and piety; that 
cannot! e r n 7 
fon 2:0 e Aa nn nie nee * 
= Takkx is rats . ſpoken of 1 in Fo 
holy writ, and deſcribed too as having no 
ſmall concern in the affairs of our lower 
world, but which modern ſceptics, for reaſons 
of their own, ſeem determined at all adven- 
tures to get rid of, if they can; and that is the 
DEVIL. Now were not the hiſtory of this 
prince of. darkneſs + immediately connected with 


that of our own redemption from his power, 


and ſo united with it, that the one cannot con- 8 
ade be hog ang r the other; we 


| might 


ges Sermons on the TIN of Proje and Interceſſion, 
Dr. G Ogden, Wood wardian Profeſſor in the n 4 
Cambridge. 


+ Epheſ. ii. 2. 25 vi. 12. 


L 6 1 
might well allow * to be one of thoſe vides 5: 
nary beings, or fictitious non-entities, - which 
| abound i in the. writings of Greek and Roman 
authors. But the whole diſpoſition of the goſ- 
pel - ſyſtem forbids us to accede to ſo faneiful 
an expoſition. In the earlieſt accounts of the 


origin of mankind, we find this wicked ſpirit 


deeply buſied in ſoliciting the tranſgreſſion of 
. the ft Adam; and a puniſhment denounced, 


by the ſecond.” We meet lim again, on the pub- 
cation of the goſpel, exerciſing his helliſh 
arts to ſtop its progreſs s and permitted to ma- 
nifeſt his infernal power over the bodies of 
unhappy mortals, in all the ſymptoms of a real 
_ poſſeſſion. In conformity to this idea, our Re- 
demption by Chriſt is ſometimes deſcribed, as 
conſiſting in being delivered from the domi- 
nion of the Evil One: a deliverance which 
for the preſent, through the ſecret wiles of our 
vigilant adverſary, is effected but imperfeRly, 
and in part; but which hereafter, we have 
cauſe to hope, will be complete and full, when 
the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed*; and the great 
Fo dragon, that old 6 ſerpent, called the Devil and Satan, 
5 which 


* Rev. * fs 1» 


1 
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which decejncth the whole world, ſhall be caſt, tos 
FE gether with the Beaft and falſe Prophet, into the 
late of fire and brimſtone, and ſhall be tormented. 
day and night, for ever and ever . But the men, 
who can interpret the Atonement of our 8a- 
viour into an accommodated figure of ſpeech, 
may eaſily bring themſelves to believe that his 
Temptation was / tranſacted only 1 in a Viſion, 


and that the Devil and the Demoniacs have but | 


the ſame ſhadowy exiſtence; though the literal 
| ſenſe of all the three be ſupported by the 
ſame authority, and is intimately connected 
with the hiſtory of the fall and Redemption 
of Man, as thoſe * are ed [3 in 


Fe 5 22415 


| 24 Tas meth of Accommodation; and of | 
torturing the articles of the Chriſtian faith in- 
to Metaphor and Viſion, has hitherto been 
principally confined to the particular inſtan- 
ces, that have now been mentioned: but more 
than obſcure hints have dropt of late; that, in 
good time, when the language of the bible is 
better underſtood, it may ſucceſsfully be ex- 
tended to many of the hgh rad quoted 


Rev. xii. 9: A 10. 


#1 
| by the Evangeliſts fror the Jewiſh Scriptures, pt 
in proof of the divine miſſion of our Lord; 


This, if it can be effected, will be a glorions 


exploit indeed; worthy the endeavours of 
thoſe, who would leave nothing doubtful or 

5 myſterious in religion: After ſuch an atchieve- 
ment, only one thing will be wanting more, to 

make the ſyſtem of Rational Chriſtianity quite 
complete; and that is, ſpiritualizing the Mi- 


- .' RACLES of Jeſus into Allegories: which has 


been attempted more than once by profeſſed 


A or acknowledged Infidels; and i is almoſt the 


only. circumſtance in the revelation of the goſ- 
pel, that has yet eſcaped the polluted touch of | 
modern Believers. | 


| | Ir were eaſy to bring other examples „ 
theological refinements, grafted on the ſtock 
of Chriſtianity; by means of which, as the 


Jeus are ſaid never to have found Chriſt in the 


Old Teſtament, divines of the preſent age have 


well nigh /of him in the New. But what have 


been produced may be ſufficient for the pur- 
poſe I had chiefly to ſerve in this long detail; 
| which was to caution the minds of unſuſpec- 


ting youth againſt the growing danger from 


the 


1 * 49 1 
the arts and infinuations 4 thoſe, has un⸗ 
der pretence of. purifying the geſpel from 
corruption, have explained away its moſt ſub⸗ : 
ſtantial doctrines into nothing. Such a me 5 
thod of teaching religion is highly. diſinge-. 
nuous, wherever it is prattiſed; but is doubly. 
diſhonourable, and is attended with double, 
danger, when it is attempted here ; where every. 
ſingle error, that 1 is adopted, may be named 
Legion, and is itſelf. a Multitude; and every | 
ſeed of folly, planted in this luxuriant foil, N 5 
ke the ground ſpoken of in Scripture, will be 
ſure to ſhoot, and bear fruit, * tho, ome 
Aw and e an de e. 1 
94 ParMT: me ther þ n de de to addreſo _ 
myſelf to You, who are the younger part of - | 
this Univerſity ; and to beſeech you, for your Ee 
own ſakes, for the ſake of mankind,” for the 
ſake of the bleſſed goſpel, which ere ſong Wii 
be committed to your truſt, to beware leſt any + 
man ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of . 
the world, and not after Chrift t. You are * fallen 
on wo days and evil ws, in thoſe ri. 


D hons 
„Luke vii 50. + Matth, xls 24 4Colof.ii,8. - 


Js : 
n , . 


Tor 


e | 
tine, but after their ewn laſts will beay to them- 
ſelves teachers, baving itching eur And ] fear, Ty 
ll by any means, ar the ferpent beguiled' Eve 
- through dis fabthery, fo your minds Mund be cr. 
nnd from the ple br in inch. In the 
common courſe of providence, the Neu of 
the Chayed of God, which be barb parobaſed with 
bis own Blood, will, in a little time, wholly 
treit with you: it is from your ditipence, that 


de preſervation, ot, if nerd be, the reftoraton = 


| of true refigion is principally to be expected: 
and whatever i ovetlooked or miſtaken by 
' You, will be of fatal conſequence te your- 
ſelves, and to the churches to whom you are to 
wer. You are placed here, as afpirants to 
| the higheſt poſts in the Temple of Science; 
and it is our wiſh, to point out the true path 
mat will dead you thither: The ſeueral fhu- 
Wos, which engage you at your entrance, are 
Imendet as proparatives to the ſtudy uf Neli- 
gion: which, as the moſt impartant, is witely 
deferred; tilt your judgement be completely 
_ vipened, your knowledge of moral cuidence 
bane — e de properly qualified co 
ſurvey, 
+2 Tim l. . „es s tn, 5 


1 pn 


'X $1 5 


| ſarvey, and in ſome ſort to comprehend, the 5 


bearings and dependencies of that Divine 8yſ⸗ 
tem, which contains a diſcovery of all the caun- _ 
l of Code, and reaches, 1 in one regular and 85 


conſiſtent progreſs, through a vaſt extent . 


ages, from the creation to the redemption of 
man, Think then, I intreat you, how earneſt» . 
ly it concerns you to take care, that no haſty | 
prejudices againſt a Religion, attended with _ 


every circumſtance to prove its claim to a ce- 


leſtial origin, get the firſt poſſeſſion of your 
minds; how ſerupulous it becomes you to he 

of rejecting, or conceiving lightly of, eſtabliſh-. 
cd doctrines, in the belief of which the wiſeſt 
men haye lived and died; and with what diſ- 
truſt and diffidence you ſhould liſten to the 

cunning craftineſs + of thoſe, who would take 
advantage of your inexperience ty'begu) 
of all the diſtinguiſhing benefits eld forth to 
you in the goſpel, who would teach you a 
© Chriſtianity without Chriſt, and a ROE 
M without a Redeemer. AF TC 


Anornse thing, which 1 woull fug 

to your conſideration, is this, You canHot but 

f D 2 - have 
V 4s xx. 27. 1 Epheſ. iv, 1. & 
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| have obſerved, that allthe peculiat tenets, main- » 


"tained by innovators of the preſent times, have 
one common tendency, to degrade the charac- 

ter of Jeſus, and leſſen thoſe elevated notions 
of his Divinity, which, we think, have a juſt 
foundation in Scripture. Now where perſons 
have yet had no opportunity, or are not fur- 
niſhed with the neceſſary knowledge, to form 
1 deliberate judgement on points. of ſuch 


confequence; the prudent part is to adhere to 


that fide, where there is the leaſt dan ger. If we 


I atribute to Chriſt more honour than is his due, 


we have at leaſt the colour of Scripture to urge 
in our behalf“; we can hardly offend, in hav- 
ing too warm a ſenſe of benefits received; the 
faults, which ariſe from an exceſs of gratitude 


to Him, who ſo commended his love, at, while 
de were yet ſinners, to die for us f, can never, we 
may humbly hope, be ſeverely noted in God's 


book; and we err, if it be an error, on the ſa- 
fer fide: If others give him leſs; if, for inſtance, 
they regard him as a mere man, when, 1 in 
truth, he is to be worſhipped as a Divine Per- 
ſon; they, who ſo detract from the honour of 
"the Son, cannot well be ſaid to bonour the Fa. | 

F 2 

1 8 John v. 23. + Rom. v. 8. 


| : t 53 F. 3 
ther * bath font bine; ; and their error, bet. | 
yond queſtion, is of a more dangerous fort. 
I mention. this, not as a reaſon why either fide 
ſhould be embraced implicitly, « on the credit of 
others; but only, on ſuppoſition the doctrine 2 
concerning the divine nature of Chriſt were 
really doubtful, to ſhew you the part you 
ought i in prudence to take, till ſuch time as 
you can ſafely determine for your ſelves. Re- 
ſerve, and caution, and ſuſpenſe of judgement, 
are the leaſt that can be expected from young 
5 perſons, on ſuch a ſubject. To decide authori- 
tatively, and at once, on a matter of ſo high 
importance, againſt all appearances of reaſon, 
againſt the ſeeming evidence of Scripture, | "M 
: gainſt the opinion of the primitive and preſent 
churches of God, affords no favcurable ſpeci- | 
men either of ſenſe or modeſty. You are not 


permitted, in Revelation, to receive ſome arti- 


cles, and to reject others; it is altogether true, 
or it is altogether falſe; it is Nothing, or it 's 
mem moſt — of All N c 


MISTALE me not, as ee to 
. a blind ſubiilion to e but only, 9 
"IF 


John v. 23. 


* 54 . 
for the on, a reaſonable. acquieſcence in 


doctrines, commonly received, till you are a> 


ble even Ui yourſelves to Judge what is right*; 
The time is coming, yea is now at hand, When, 
as we are willing to hope, Chrift will be com- 
pletely formed in you . when, after defiring, as 2 
| new bern babes, the fincere milk of the word, that ye | 
7 may grow thereby . you will at length be fitly - 
prepared for receiving frong meat, which belmg- 
1 eth to them that are of full agel. In the mean - 
g while, contenting yourſelves with a general 
© / acquaintance with the truths of religion, you 
will do wiſely to leave the diſcuſſion of ab- 
ſtruſe and difficult points, to a diſtant day; 
and, according to the direction of the Apoſtle, 
to mark them which cauſe diviſions and offences, 
contrary to the dofirine which ye have learned, and 
' AvoID THEM, Such a conduct will peculi- 
| arly become your age and ſtation; and will be 
your belt ſecurity from preſent and future error. 
Like trees in happierclimes, which bear bloſſoms 
and fruit 3 you will reap an imme- 


N _ diate 
# Lake i. 57. + Gal. Iv. 19. + 1 Per. . 


I Hab. vi. 14. 5 Rom. avi. 17. 


| A circling row - 5 : 
of, eſt trees, loaden with faireſt fruit, - . 
Blaſſoms and fruits at once of golden hue, | 


|  MizTon, Par. Loſt, Book IV. v. 14k Ko, | 


* 


"x 55 1 11 5 
diate benefit 3 che cultivation of dat 


knowledge, which is taught you now; and | 
will be ripening, by juſt degrees, to that ma- 
turer ſtate, when you ſhall come unto a perfect 
man, unto the meaſure of the flature of the fulneſs _ 
of Chriſt *. As many as walk according to this rule, 


peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Iſrael 


of God +! We ſay unto you, in the words of £ : 


the inſpired Pſalmiſt, the Lord proſper 3ou; we 
i you nn the name of the dard;! 
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